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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS—concluded. 
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: II.—Home ApMmnistRarion. 
| (a)—Police. 


The Charu Mihir of the 23rd May has received from correspondents 
| information of the following cases of outrage upon 
Outrage upon women in the women in the Mymensingh district :— 
Mymensingh district. ( 1) One Badan Chandra N apit, of village 
Kanibag, was away from home on business on T'uesday, the 16th May last. 
During his absence some Musalman badmashes entered his house by ht and 
committed violence upon his wife. After returning home, Badan odged a 
complaint in the Kendua thana, and the Sub-Inspector of the thana is making 
an investigation, but not a single offender has yet been arrested. Many people 
suppose that the theft which was committed in the house of Babu Kali Nath 
Chakravarti on the night of the day following that on which Badan, who is a 
protégé of Kali Nath Babu’s, laid his complaint in the thana, was committed 
by the very men who had outraged Badan’s wife, by way of taking revenge 
upon Kali Nath Babu for helping Badan, 


(2) A few days previous to the above Occurrence two low-class Hindu 
women were outraged by badmashes, but for fear of losing their reputation, they 
made no complaint against their oppressors. 


(3) On the nicht of the 13th May last, Kadar, Manu Shaikh and others 
of the village Aynapur, which lies some three miles to the north-west of the 
Tangail town, entered the house of Kusai of that village, and after beating 
him severely, dragged him to a distance from his house, and left him there in 
an unconscious state. ‘They then returned to his house and having gagged his 
young wife forcibly carried her to a neighbouring jungle, and there eleven 
men, one after another, committed outrage upon her. The woman has not 
since been able to get up or moveabout. The day after the commission of this 
crime, Babu Kamini Mohan Bhattacharyya, Sub-Inspector of the Tangail thana, 
paid a visit to the village on business, and Kusai was about to complain to him 
of his wrongs. But some men, who appear to be bribed by the offenders, who 
are men of substance, dissuaded Kusaj from doing so. 


(4) On the night of the 6th May last, a certain tadmash forcibly effected 
an entrance into the house of one Karpula Bewah, a widow, of Bayragram, 
within the jurisdiction of the Kotwali police-station, with the intention of 
violating her chastity. But the rogue was unsuccessful. On the 8th May the 
widow laid a complaint before the Deputy Magistrate, and a police investiga- 
tion was made. ‘I'he culprit is, however, still at large. 


(5) One day one Kasi Chang, a chaukidar of Hatsira, within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Nandail thana, was going from Dewanganj to Betagari, when on 
the way he saw a woman carried off by some badm shes in the village Kamath- 
khali. He reported the incident to the Nandail thana. The whereabouts of 
the woman has not been known for more than a month. The police have not 
been able to trace her. 


(6) The wife of Bhagirath Mal, of Char Madhupur near Betagari, was 


forcibly taken away by some badmashes on the night of the 19th May last, and 
no trace of her has yet been obtained. 


7) On the same night the daughter-in-law of Sarabdi Shaikh, of Krishna- 
chandrapur near Betagari, was also forcibly taken away by some badmashes; 


and has not yet been recovered, as her whereabouts have not yet been 
ascertained. 


(8) The badmashes are keeping at Betagari a beautiful young woman of the 

havin caste, and call her by the name of Sarojini. Her former name is not 
nown. 

The attention of the Mymensingh police is invited to these cases. 


2. A correspondent of the same paper says that the large numbers of 
lathials who are kept in the pay of the Mymen- 
singh zamindars are principally responsible for the 
present recrudescence of crime in that district. 
No remedy is obtainable at the hands of the police, because it is a body no less 
corrupt than devoid of any sense of duty. In most places the police has 


/ 


The recrudescence of crime in 
the Mymensingh district. 
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) / 
private friendship with the badmashes. Under the.circumstances, people who 
make complaints against the badmoshes incur expense, but obtain no redress for 
their wrongs. And as for ‘the zaminders, most of them are apathetic in the 
matter of checking crime. | | 


Heavy punishments alone in the cases of badmashi which come to light 
may make the badmashes more careful, but will not completely putthem down, 
The only means to effectually put them down are— 


(1) to keep a list of the badmashes in every village and to keep ‘a secret 
watch over their movements ; 


(2) to keep a secret watch over the movements of the police and not to 
keep a police officer long in one place ; and 3 


(3) to see that cases against the badmashes are notimproperly and secretly 
disposed of. Owing to the undue pecuniary influence of the zamindars and 
the inefficiency of the police, cases against the badmashes are frequently with- 
drawn. Many people express surprise at the increase in the number of 
criminal cases in the district. But the correspondent would be glad if that 
number became still larger, because, in order that crime may be effectuall 
checked, it is necessary that every crime should come to the notice of the 
authorities. 


3. Another correspondent of the same paper complains of the preva- 
lence of theft in Basail in the Tangail subdivision 


Prevalence of theft in a village of the Mymensingh district. On the night of the - 


in the M ingh district. " : , , 
pricietles cums, tearm 8rd May last, a daring theft was committed in the 


house of Alimuddin Miya, a mukhtar of Tangail, in which valuables worth 
Rs. 1,200 were stolen. And on the 8th May, when the first and the second 
Sub-Inspector of Tangail were present in the village investigating the case, 
Alimuddin Miya was severely wounded by a badmash on the chest while lying 
in his bed at night. The police have not yet been able to trace the offenders. 
The people of Mymensingh look up to Mr. Briscoe for the putting down of 
the badmashes. 


4. The Hitavadi of the 26th May writes as follows:— 

There is no doubt that many innocent and 
unwary people are decoyed by cooly-recruiters and 
sent up to Assam tea-gardens. It is a pity that the Government, in spite of 
its best efforts, has failed to put a stop to the evil. In our opinion, the evil 
will not be put a stop to so long as the Cooly Act remains in force for the benefit 


A cooly case. 


of the tea-planters. Here is a case reported in the Bengalee, On the 2nd _ 


May last, as “No. 23 up train” steamed up to the Bagula station on the 
Eastern Bengal State Deilway four passengers, Bhushan Ghosh, Kusum 
Kaibartini, Yubani Kamarni and Ranga Bagdini, beganato cry loudly and 
piteously. ‘hey said that they had been decoyed by a cooly- recruiter into 
a cooly depét at Beliaghata where they were kept confined for ten or fifteen 
days. gg d were given food only at night, and were kept closely confined 
in aroom during the day. These people were taken to the Subdivisional 
Officer, and he sent them up to the Deputy Magistrate of Sealdah, who set 
them at liberty. Will not the authorities try to puta stop to this evil? Will 
not an enquiry be made into the complaints made by these poor people? It 
is said that the authorities instead of making an enquiry into these cowplaints 
have taken the police constables, who took them to the Magistrate, to task. 
We draw the Lieutenant-Governor’s attention to the matter. 


(6)— Working of the Couris. 


do. The Barisal Hitaishi of the 23rd May has heard complaints that 


7 Babu Chandi Charan Sen, First Subordinate Judge 

MR Stag Subordinate Judge of of Barisal, grows impatient and restless when taking 
down the depositions of witnesses, pays little 
attention to the arguments of pleaders, and sometimes even goes to sleep 
when hearing appeals. Such laxity of conduct in a judicial officer is highly 
reprehensible, and Babu Chandi Charan should try to maintain the reputation 
which he gained in Barisal when he served there before as a Munsif. 
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6. The same paper draws the attention of the Magistrate of Backer- 


to the inconvenience which parties, witnesses ' 


Want of punctuality in the nd pleaders in Barisal suffer’ in consequence of 
Criminal Courts in Barisal. 
ing their sittings. Courts everywhere commence their sittings at 11 a.m. 
But rey practice 1s “diflront in Barisal. The Courts in Barisal have no fixed 
mmencing Work. 
— ; % The same » Riche says that the tin-shed which has been constructed 
in Barisal near the Civil Court building to serve 
The waiting-room for the Civil 9, waiting-room for witnesses is quite unsuited 
ntsc terse to the purpose for which it has been erected. The 
shed has no walls and, in consequence, the people waiting there are exposed. 
to all the inclemencies of the weather. Besides, the tin roof makes the shed 
unbearably hot in summer, and its distance from the Court building is another 
source of inconvenience to witnesses. A witness must enter appearance in 
Court as soon as his name is called out. Any delay in doing so, injures the 
party on whose behalf he has been summoned, Under the circumstances, 
witnesses cannot afford to wait in the shed, but throng in the corridor as they 


used to do before, interrupting the work of the Courts by the noise they make. — 


If it is not practicable to construct wide corridors all round the building, 
two more flights of steps should be constructed to give an easy access to the 
existing corridor from the compound. : 

8. The Sanjivuni of the 25th May says that, according to the Behar 

Herald, Mr. Stevenson-Moore, Settlement Officer 

An order of the Settlement of Behar, has issued an order prohibiting all native 

On a ae Assistant Settlement Officers from keeping their’ 

families with them. As Settlement Officers have to be constantly moving 

about from place to place, Mr. Stevenson-Moore’s order will sever them from 

their families and cause them great hardship The Lieutenant-Governor ought 
to enquire why such an order has been issued. 

9. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 26th May is sorry wg the Government 

i trate” as not yet seen fit to reward in any way a most 
re Te worthy Neaats Magistrate. Babu Radha "Madhav 
Basu isa Deputy Magistrate of 22 years’ standing, and is now servin 
in Burdwan. He has served in many places in Bengal and Behar, an 
wherever he has been he has gained the hearts of the people by his upright- 
ness and generosity, and by his incessant efforts to do them good by establish- 
ing for them schools, dispensaries and other similar institutions calculated 
to benefit them. His labours on behalf of the degenerate Musalman community 
of these provinces have heen particularly conspicuous. Hindu officers of 
Government, as a. rule, look down with contempt upon the Musalmans. 
But it is very different with Radha Madhav Babu. In many instances, he 
has done more for the degenerate Musalman than for the Hindu community. 
It is for his services to them that the Musalmans, from the poorest to the 
— look upon him with the greatest respect, and asa real well-wisher of 
e1rs. 

When Babu Radha Madhav was the Subdivisional Officer of Katwa, in the 
Burdwan district, he was pained to see the dilapidated condition of the local 
musjtt, and it was exclusively through his efforts that subscriptions were raised 
from the local Musalmans and the mugjid repaired. If Babu Radha Madhav had 
continued a little longer in Katwa than he did, he would, no doubt, have also 
taken steps to have the lands restored to the musjid which Hindu zamindars 
have unjustly taken from it. 

One can scarcely speak too highly of Babu Radha Madhav as a judicial 
oficer. It is the general belief of Musalmans that in cases between Hindus and 
Musalmans, a Hindu Magistrate in most instances shows a leaning to 
the Hindu side.’ But such a charge can by no means be brought against 
Radha Madhav Babu. In cases between Hindus and Musalmans, his general 
practice is first of all to ask the parties to come to an amicable settlement ; but 
failing such settlement he decides the cases strict] upon their merits without 
showing any undue favour to either side. His judgment in the Muharrum 


riot case between the Shiahs and Sunnis of Gaya will give satisfaction to 
everybody who reads it. 


the Criminal Courts there not punctually com- | 
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Under these circumstances, Government should especially reward. 
Radha Madhav, and the Musalmans should pray for his long lif. rd. Babu 


10. The Samay of the 26th ey is dissatisfied with the results of the last 
Pleadership Examination, Out of 650 candidates 
only 66 have passed. This shows that the ques. 
tions put to the examinees were very stiff. ‘The 
rules for the Pleadership Examination are very strict. If over and above this 
strictness, the questions are extraordinarily stiff and the papers are scrutinis. 
ingly examined, great injustice will be done to the examinees. There is very 
little difference between the B.L. and the Pleadership Examination, It is 
true that those who have not passed the B. A, Examination cannot appear 
in the B, L. Examination, but those who have passed the F. A. Examination 
can appear in the Pleadership Examination. Practically, however, there ‘is 
very small difference between the candidatesfor the B. L. and the Pleader- 
ship Examination. Having regard to the cramming system in vogue, there 
is very little difference between a B, A. and one who has passed the F. A. or 
has been plucked in the B. A. Examination, A B. L., however, can practise in 
all courts, while one who has passed the Pleadership Examination is allowed to 
practice only in the lower courts. This being the case, it is the B. L. and not 
the Pleadership Examination which should be made stiff. But the case is 
exactly the reverse of this. In the B. L. Examination there is no viva voce test. 
T’o pass the B. L. Examination one has to secure 50 per cent.of marks, while to 
pass the Pleadership Examination one has to secure 66 per cent, The Pleader- 
ship Examination should be made at least as easy as the B,L. Examination. 


11, The Hitavadi of the 26th May complains that while even the lower- 

. class Eurasians, male and female, are exempted from 
ae corr mdig A to documents submitted 
for registration, Hindu zanana ladies are required 

to put this impression. Poor Hindu ladies, who cannot afford to pay the 
Registrar’s comwission, are compelled to go to courts and submit to the 
indignity of putting out their hands to affix the thumb-impression to a 


The last Pleadership Exami- 
nation. 


document. The authorities should take the matter into their consideration. 


12. The same paper has the following :— 
| Jagadananda Goswami of Baluchar, in the 
Ph. case of dagadananda ~Myrshidabad district, is a well-known man. He has 
oswami. aa : : : 

many disciples, and is a man of influence. The 
District Magistrate has ordered the police to put down his name in the list of 
habitual offenders, and the Sub-Inspector of the Manulla Bazar police-station 
acquainted him with the Magistrate’s order. The Goswami was surprised. The 
Magistrate’s order came to him as a bolt from the blue. He was to be closely 
watched by the police like a habitual offender. The police constable, on lus 
round every night, was to see whether he was at home or out with a nefarious 

purpose. at an indignity for a man of the Goswami’s position! 


The Goswami petitioned the Magistrate for a revision of his decision. 
This was in last October. The Magistrate passed no orders, but simply made 
a note on the application to the effect that he would enquire into the matter when 
he would go to Baluchar. But Mr. Egertun had no occasion to go to Baluchar, 
and nothing was done with the Goswami’s application. On the 3lst January 
the Goswami submitted another application, but this also failed to draw an 
answer. A few days after Mr. Egerton took leave, but, before sage | hin- 
self of the leave, left the following note :—‘‘ On the 10th November, the District 
Superintendent of Police reported against the Goswami. He was asked to 
report again, and, in reply, he persisted in declaring him a habitual offender. 
The decision already passed cannot, therefore, be revised. But if after a year 
the Goswami is found to be @ man of good behaviour, the decision will be 
reconsidered.” Now, ought not the Magistrate to have let the Goswami know 
why he was to be treated like a habitual offender? We donot know whether 
Babu Jagadananda will find any remedy in the High Court, but we request the 
Lieutenant-Governor to take the case into his consideration. Mr. Egerton 
a ay to be transferred from Murshidabad. A man of his unripe experience 
an 


hasty judgment should not be invested both with executive and judicial 
powers. ee 


ans 
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13. The Bangavasi of the 27th May writes as follows:— . 
| In appointing translators and interpreters in 
Interpreters on the Original Side the Calcutta High Court, the Judges should take 
of the High Coart. nothing but merit and abilit into their considera- 
tion. Examinations are now and then held with the view of recruiting 
translators for the High Court, but such examinations are examinations only in 


name—mere farces Office apprentices who possess the largest number of © 


letters of recommendation are, as a rule, appointed translators, and the office 
authorities, who have the power of making such appointments, examine the 
candidates. Able translators and interpreters are wanting on the Original Side 
of the Calcutta High Court, and the interpreters of the Police and the Small 
Cause Court are being appointed translators by the High Court authorities. 
The Weekly Notes, which is conducted by the igh Court pleaders, advises the 
High Court authorities to make their selections from’ among the assistants of 
the Bengali Translator to Government. We are at one with the Weekly Notes. 
Babu Chunder Nath Bose, the Bengali Translator, should be asked to furnish 
the High Court with able translators and interpreters. 

14, The same paper thus complains of the conduct of Mr. Egerton, 

b ecenslaint easinst Mr. Egerton, oisttiot agistrate of Murshidabad :-— ees 
District Magistrate of Murshida- The Goswamis of Baluchar, in the Mursbida- 
bad. bad district, trace their descent from Nityananda 
Goswami, the famous friend and associate of Chaitanya. They are well-to-do 
zamindars and are held in great esteem in Hindu society. Jagadananda 
Goswami, the present head of this Goswami family, has been very badly treated 
by Mr. Egerton, District Magistrate of Murshidabad, at the instance of the 
District Superintendent of Police. He is being watched like a habitual 
offender. He has repeatedly appealed to the District Magistrate for better treat- 
ment, but in vain. His complaint should draw the attention of the Viceroy and 
the Lieutenant-Gevernor. The authorities should at least let the Goswami 
know his offence. During the Manipur war the authorities closely watched the 
Goswamis of Murshidabad, as they were the gurus of the Manipur Raj family. 
They were prosecuted for keeping arms without a license. Are the Baluchar 
Goswamis, in any way, connected with the Murshidabad Goswamis? Should not 
the authorities consider whether it will not be better to follow an open than 
a secret policy in this case ? 

(d)—Education, 

15. The Sansodhini of the 24th May is sorry to hear that the Entrance 
School in Patiya, Chittagong, has received no 
subscriptions from the local public towards its build- 
ing fund, and that the teachers have had, at last, 
to contribute one month’s pay each for its construction. Patiya is an import- 
ant place and. contains a large number of well-to-do residents. But the latter 
appear to take no interest in the school. The head-master of the school 


deserves great credit fur maintaining the school in the face of such apathy on 
the part of the residents. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


16. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 23rd May publishes the 
Prevalence of cholera in some following statistics of deaths from cholera in some 
villages in the Mymensingh district. villages in the Mymensingh district :— 


The Patiya Entrance School, 
Chittagong. | 


LE 


NaMBE OF VILLAGE. ogee of Ported épring which the | REMARKS. 
1 2 | 3 | 4 


a 


Khasimara, Mahmudpur ic 95 | Chaitra and Baisakh' The villages are now free. 


Hargila-Ghoramara ae 92 | Baisakh ... | The disease still raging. 
Kathma eee ei 36 | Do. ... | Che village is now free. 
Tegharia-Nischindapur ihe 90 Do. 
= cengemeri ned 25 Do. dvs 

oalikanda a dg 20 | Chaitra and Baisakh . 
sano Gabargram and 28 Do. “3 do. ' ; She diegsas ail raging 

adagari. | 

Kamarie and char Gabargram 6 Do. . | J 


Bangavasr, 
May 27th, 1899. 


BANGAVASI. 


SANSODHINI, 
May 24th, 1899. 


CHARU MIHIR, 
May 23rd, 1899. 
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o Mm 17. Another correspondent of the same paper complains of severe water. 
ap Sk, ) : scarcity in Adarbhita and the ag eer ring ol 
_ Water-scarcity in some villages within the jurisdiction of the Jamalpur thana in 
sara aie the Mymensingh district. There is no river, cana] 
or bil near these villages, and the only tank in Adarbhita, which was excavated 
by the Local Board last year, has ried up. The wells, too, are almost alj 
Bancavast, “= 18. The Bangavass of the 27th May complains of the enhancement of day, 
May 27th, 1899. or rent in the municipal market. The rent hag 
Enhencement — or rent In heen enhanced threefold and fourfold in most cages. 
wade onan This enhancement is pressing too heavily upon the 
shop-keepers. The plague has seriously dislocated business, and there has been. 
a fall in the daily transactions of the shopkeepers. ‘They will be put to great 
loss if their rent is enhanced. It isto be hoped that the municipal authorities 
will reconsider their decision. | 
Dacca GAZETTE, 19. The Dacca Gazetie of the 29th May has the following :— 
May 29th 1899, The conduct of tne Dacca officials, the poverty 
of the Dacca Municipality, the indifference of the 
Dacca public and their utter inability to understand their own interest—these, © 
together with the accumulating filth and nauseous smells in the town, have 
naturally led us to fear an outbreak of plague in Dacca and to repeatedly draw 
the attention of the municipality tothe desirability—the oxtreme desirability of 
trying its best to keep the town clean and free from filth. We have pointed 
out to the Municipal Commissioners the easiest way of cleaning the town, and 
it is said that the local authorities have submitted our suzgestions for the 
consideration of the municipality ; but the municipality has so far done nothing 
to give effect to our suggestions. | 
The municipality is badly out of pocket. The streets are not swept, the 
drains are not cleansed. There are drains which are not cleansed even twice a 
year. Filth is accumulating in every ward. The rate-payers pay the privy 
tax, but their privies are not cleansed. The streets of the town are never 
watered. The municipal taxes are regularly and punctually collected, but the 
bulk of the rate-payers never enjoy the benefit of these taxes. They are spent 
in keeping only the European quarter neat and tidy. Why this injustice? If 
you do not and cannot keep the native quarter neat and clean; why not free 
the native rate-payers from the payment of the municipal rates? Why should 
the well-to-do natives and Europeans have their houses cleaned at the expense of 
the poor native quarters? | 
It does not require uncommon intelligence and ability to keep Dacca neat 
and clean. It is a shame that the Municipal Commissioners have had to 
employ a highly-paid Health Olficer to keep the town clean, ‘To tell the truth, 
the Municipal Commissioners do not care for the sanitation of the town. 
They are sucking the blood of the poor rnte-payers and conducting themselves © 
in a Nawabi ree The Europeans are not acquainted with the condition of 
the natives, and their indifference may be excusable. But the indifference 
of the native Commissioners is quite inexplicable. It is said that the native 
Commissioners are bound to act at the dictation of the Europeans. But is 
this pons self-government? Is it right to sacrifice one’s conscience in this 
way | | | 
The Health Officer and his Assistant, it is said, have absolutely no work 
todo. They asked the Municipality to give them some work to do, and they 
have given them work to-do. They have advised them to inspect the drains 
and privies. | 
Dacca Gazerre. 20. The same paper has the following in its English section: — 
The Local Board Administration in the Mufas- 
sal towns and Subdivisions is understood to be 4 
semblance of what goes by the name of Self-government in this country. But 
it would be no exaggeration to say that its practical operations are hardly dis- 
tinguishable from the functions of a purely autocratic Government. In 99 out of 
100 cases, the Chairman is an official, nay, a Magistrate. It needs no telling that 
as Magistrate he wields unbounded influence over the people within his jurisdic- 
tion and that no ordinary natives would dare run the risk of incurring bis 
displeasure; on the contrary, in season and out of season, they would vie with 


Municipal affairs in Dacca. 
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Local Self-Govenment in Assam. 
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one another to please him who is admittedly thé lord of the myriads of human 
beings under his care, Such being the case, 1s it any wonder that a young 
Magistrate, who is just as well a frail mortal, should imbibe a predilection for 
those who have shown the highest capacity for unconditional submission to his 
will and then, in the fitness of things, give them preference or prominence in 
a Local Board Committee or any other representative institution. With such 
environments when there happens to be a considerable European element in a 
Local Board, its representative character, as far as the native interests are 
concerned, shows itself into huge mockery and delusion, We would confine 
our remarks here to the constitution of the Karimganj Local Board in Sylhet 
and present to our readers a glimpse of its practical workings. | 

he Karimganj Local Board is composed of 27 members of whom 9 are 
non-official Europeans elected by the Tea-planting communities, and 18 natives 
nominated by the official Chairman with the nominal approval of the Deputy 
Commissioner. One would suppose that this invidious distinction of election 
and nomination is based on the ground that the ignorant and illiterate people 
form the bulk of the native population in the mufassal villages and, as such, 
they are not competent to elect their own representatives. But as regards 
Sylhet, the most advanced district in_the province, such a theory can hardly 
hold water on the face of the fact that Kamrup and. Sibsagar, two of the com- 
paratively backward districts, are already enjoying the privilege of electing 
their native members for the Local Boards. Again for the district of Sylhet 
in particular, the Assam Local Board Rules provide a special system of nomina- 


tion for the native members, which, in substance, is tantamount to election by 


the people themselves, and they read thus:—‘‘Certain of the chief men in 
each thana are selected by the Chairman and after they have been approved 
by the Deputy Commissioner, the leading inhabitants of each ‘area are con- 
sulted as to which of these should represent them.” 

Strangely enough, the latter portion of the above extract, in so far as it 
requires & Jr Meas for opinions of the leading inhabitants as to which of the 
nominated persons should represent them, remains to this day a dead letter, 
specially as regards the Karimganj subdivision. While we would say nothing 
further on the ethics of the present nomination system, let us see how faithfully 
and conscientiously the task of nomination is performed by the Chairman and 
how far the native members so nominated answer the qualifications required of 
them. At the very outset, it would be simply amazing to find that the native 
members of the Karimganj Board have all along been recruited from a class 
of people who, in point of education, are just a step above their knowledge of 


English, being almost nil and not even at a par with the vernacular attain- 


ments of their European colleagues. Their only ostensible pretensions then 
lie probably in their possession of wealth. Just think for a moment the 
result when a set of dummies answering the above description is pitted 
against a number of business-like Europeans. Such being the case, the former 
when face to face with the latter, really do not know whether they stand on 
their heads or on their legs, and after this we need hardly say, consciously 
or unconsciously, they sell their soul and self to please the strong and the 
powerful. : | 

Now, if in makirg the selection of the native members, the authorities 
are under the honest impression that the existing native element of the Karim- 
gan) Board represents the intelligence and wealth of the subdivisoin, we have 
no hesitation in saying that they deserve our pity for their extraordinary 
knowledge of men ne things under their care, But the circumstances of the 
case would not warrant such a supposition, as under the very nose of the 
authorities there are local inhabitants of the subdivision who by their combined 
qualities of education, wealth and respectability, certainly deserved better 
treatment. , | | | | 

We are not aware whether the practice of allowing members of the Boards 
to take contracts for roads, bridges. &c., is an universal feature of the Local 
Board administration in Assam; but that practice is in vogue here, some of the 
European members enjoying the lion’s share of it, in spite of the prohibitory 
rules which clearly lay down that “it is advisable that members of Local 
Boards should not take contracts or derive any pecuniary profit from the exe- 
cution of works ordered by the Board.” As far as we have been able to 
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CHARU MIHIR, 


_ May 23rd, 1899. 


CHARU MIHIR. 


BaRisaL-HitTalsHl, 
May 23rd, 1899, 
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ascertain its origin, the members of the Board, both European and native, 


used to be entrusted with the supervision of works in the vicinity of their 
gardens and villages on the understanding that such supervision secured 
efficiency and cheapness too. But in recent years there have been practically 
expansion and alteration of the principle which dictated the above arrange- 
ment. While for the reasons best known to the authorities, the native element 
has been almost entirely excluded from the contract-taking function, it is ke 
as a sole preserve for some of the European members who continue to go in 
for contracts on an ever-increasing scale.. ‘heir works are no longer confined 
to the outskirts of their gardens, but they extend far and wide, say, 30 or 40 
miles from their residence. Then — when « European member brings 
forward a proposal for a road or a bridge suited to the convenience of his 
community it 1s generally carried out hardly with a dissentient voice, but as 
soon asa native member initiates one, he is sought to be outvoted on some 
pretext or other, though curiously enough, the native element forms the 
majority in the Committee. Indeed, so much ingenuity is shown over the 
affairs of the Karimganj Local Board that they approach the level of the 
works of art. 

In giving publicity to some of the vagaries which characterise the Local 
Board administration of this subdivision, we look about for a remedy at the 
hands of the Chief Commissioner of Assam. Since Mr. Cotton has assumed 
the charge of this province, his reforming hand has been directed against 
several administrative defects, of which the re-organisation of the Local Boards 
was one. But as fate would have it, we understand, his scheme has failed to 
receive the support of the Government of India, 


(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


21, The Charu Mihir of the 23rd May complains that tickets are not 

acai ‘aiaaih commenced to be sold to third-class passengers at 
railway complaint. 

them to catch the trains. On the 17th May last, some passengers who had 

come to the station an hour before the train time, failed to catch the train 

because they did not get their tickets in time. This caused some of them 

heavy loss. 

The sale of third-class and intermediate-class tickets from the same place 
causes intolerable jostling and crowding. This inconvenience can be removed 
by selling cigsadliiedees tickets from the place from which second-class 
tickets are sold. ‘he station-master, who is_a native, ought to look to the 


convenience of the native passengers in these matters. 


22. A correspondent of the same paper complains that the Bichantali 

: Canal, which used to drain the Ji/ surrounding 1! 

ia the Mymoningh district = Bathuli in the Tangail subdivision of the Mymen- 
singh district, has become silted up, and in conse- 

quence the villages Bathuli, Kamutia, Baghna, Bangra, Pijuri, Dewli, Maytha, 
Sthalballa, Karatiyapara, Nirach, Fulbari, Fulki and Balia remain under water 
for nine months inthe year. The labourers and cultivators of these villages are, 


therefore, abandoning their old homes and betaking themselves to the hill- 


sides. Formerly, when the ds/ had an outlet, one pakhi of land in any of these 
villages sold for Rs. 200, but now it hardly finds a purchaser even for Rs. 50. 

rom the Bathuli és there is a canal about a mile in length passing 
through the villages Nichol and Sthalballa which, if re-excavated, would furnish & 
good outlet for the water of the d:/in the rainy season. The Tangail Local 
‘Board was more than once requested to re-excavate this canal, but it has not 
listened tv the representations. 


23. The Barisal Hitatshi of the 23rd May says that in spite of repeated 
complaints no improvement has been effected in the 
Khulna-Barisal steamer service. IJ¢ is true the 
steamers which now ply on this line are larger 


The Khulna-Barisal steamer 
service. 


than those which plied before. But the passengers’ inconveniences have notin 


the least been removed. The new steamers contain no accommodation for 
respectable native lady passengers or for intermediate-class passengers. In the 
first and second-class cabins, male and female passengers have to sit together. 


the Mymensigh railway station in time to enable © 
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= A separate space, to be called the “ female class,” should be kept reserved 
for respectable native ladies, and the rate of fare in this class may be a little 
higher than that of the intermediate class. A i atl in the native style should 


be provided in the “ ladies’ cabin,” as native ladies are not accustomed to the 
use of the commode. The Steamer Company has only to construct two cabins 
in the rear portion of the lower deck to remove all the inconveniences referred 


to above. The Magistrate of Backergunge can have the improvements effected 
with a very little effort. _ | ie 


24. The Midnapore correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 26th Minm-o-SUDHAKAR, 


| ; - May writes on the subject of the Tantigeria burial- 
The LiewGtion relating to the. ground as follows:— 
Tantigeria’ burial-ground in Mid- — Qn the 19th December 1898 a representation 
— was made to the Lieutenant-Governor, and copies 
of all previous correspondence on the subject were submitted to His Honour. 
A few days later the following reply was received from him :— 


To 
The Secretary to the Moslem Literary Society, Midnapore. 


Dated Calcutta, the 5th January 1899. 


SIR, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 112, dated 
the 19th December 1898, protesting against the alignment of the Jerriah 
Railway passing through a Muhammadan burial-ground at Tantigeria. 

In reply, I am to refer you to letter No. 442G,, dated 2ist May 1898, 
from the Collector of Midnapore to your address and to say that the grave-yard 
will only be touched at one corner, and all possible consideration has been paid 
by the aelluey authorities in the selection of the alignment. 


R. B. Bucktey, 
Secretary. 


This reply has not satisfied the Musalmans of Midnapore. The petition to 
the Lieutenant-Governor was an appeal from the Collector’s reply, and would 
not have been made if the Collector’s reply had satisfied the petitioners. The 
Lieutenant-Governor says ‘‘the grave-yard will only be touched at one corner” 
by the railway line, but was any enquiry made as to whether this corner 
contained any grave in it or not? 


May 26th, 1899. 


The Musalmans of Midnapore have now to look fora redress of their . 


wrong in a Civil Court. Though the Jaw courts in this country are of the 
Government’s establishment, they have been so constituted by the benevolent 
English rulers that the subject people may seek in them redress for wrong done 
them by the Government itself. 
25. The Aitavadi of the “2 May writes as follows:— ae ae 
a cael he signallers of the Great Indian Peninsular 
MF cing b Ros at Se ta have to do spetially hard and difficult work. 
| They have been for the last two or three years 
dunning their grievances into the ears of the authorities, but in vain. Asa 
last resort, they struck work, but gave the authorities 48 hours’ notice of their 
intention and applied for a settlement through a mediator. The railway 
authorities, however, did not treat them well and assumed a stern and severe 
attitude. The Ptoneer and other Anglo Indian papers are finding fault not 
with the railway authorities, but with the th a 8 They are smelling a 
Brahm an conspiracy even in this strike. The conduct of the Anglo-Indian 
press 18 most unjust and unreasonable. The railway authorities have not only 
not listened to the prayers of the signallers, but have threatened them with dis- 
missal and prosecution. Their conduct has put not only the Railway Denereys 
but the public also, to great loss. We cae to draw the attention of the 
Government to the just complaints of the signallers, Two or three years ago, 


the European guards of the same railway struck work, but did the authorities 
treat them as they are treating the native signallers? It is not just to make 


HItvavaDl, 
May 26th, 1899. 
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HitavaDl, 
May 26th, 1899. 


BasUMATI, 
May 25th, 1899. 


Bill; the measure, even if passed, will not drive us out of Calcutta. 
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euch an indivious distinction between. Natives and Europeans. We are glad 
that the Mahratta public are helping the poor signallers, and that many of Feo 
have promised to give them employment.. : olds ciaih aor 


(h)— General, 
26. The Hitavadi of the 26th May writes asfollows:— - jj... 
7 oe ke There seems to be no hope of the Natus being 
“ne question of releasing released. The .younger Natu has a marriageable 
daughter, and her marriage was settled with a 
young man of Kolaba. The father applied to the Bombay Government for 
permission to go to Kolaba in order to perform his daughter’s marriage 
ceremony, but his ap lication was rejected. The Bombay Government's 
conduct has wounded the feelings of the Indian public. It is a pity that. the 
Government, actuated by the desire of maintaining its prestige, is committing 
fresh mistakes in its attempt to conceal the old. The case of Dreyfus, who was 
imprisoned without a trial, has created a sensation in Europe, In India, a 
respectable sardar has been confined without a trial, and yet the Government 
is not going to release him. — 


III. —LEGIsLATtvE. 


27.. The Basumati of the 25th May writes as follows:— | 
The question at issue is not whether the 

Lieutenant-Governor has acted rightly or wrongly 
in postponing the Dacca Diviston election and 
giving the Presidency Division the right of electing a member once again. The 

oint to be considered is this: The Calcutta Municipal Bill will be discussed 
in the Legislative Council next autumn, and he, and he alone, should be elected, 
who will be able to speak a few words plainly and courageously in support of 
Local Self-Government. We know that speech-making will avail nothing, 
that all arguments against the Bill will be thrown away on the authorities. 
A patient finds relief in groaning and protesting even when there is no escapin 
the surgeon’s knife, and we shall consider him our fit representative, who wil 
be able to give us some relief by saying all that we have to say against the Bill, 
by showing to the authorities what pains us most in the Bill. 


No one else will be able to discuss the Bill so ably as Babus Narendranath 
and Surendranath, who have discussed the Select Committee’s report on the same; 


The postponement of the Dacca 
Division election. 


‘no one else will be able to represent our feelings so faithfully as they have 


done. Not that we shall be ruined by the passing of the Calcutta oe 

e 
shall be able, in course of time, to accustom ourselves even to the severities of 
the measure. All this is true. But why should we be deprived of the right 
which a foreign Government so kindly conferred on us? We would have had 
no cause for complaint if the Governmant had taken away this right in the 


_ exercise of its ruling power. But we are going to be cheated of this right b 


the tricks of the law, by the snare of words. This is no doubt to be regretted. 
“Knock, knock, knock,” used to say Mr. John Beams, the famous Civilian, “and 
you will have it.” You must persist and persevere before you can expect to 
in & right from the British Government. Our fittest representative in the 
gislative Council will be, he who will be able to knock, and knock hard. 
That man is Babu Surendranath. And that is why we are supporting him in 
spite of our differences of opinion. 


We did not expect that this matter of election would lead to heartburning 
and quarrels and malicious attacks. The Amrita Bazar Pairika in opposing 
Surendra Babu’s candidature has put before the public one side of the question, 
and those who hold a different opinion should not abuse and vilify that paper. 
It will be & shame if the Hitavadj in supporting Surendra Babu takes to 
vilifying the Patrika, and if the Patrika, by way of reply, finds fault with 
Surendra Babu. Let us forget our differences and unanimously elect the 


ablest man as our re ntative. We-should not 1 wi be ow 
casted Khe Billingspate f Gsh-fage e should not quarrel with, and abuse 0 
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; ‘3 bred in the bone won’t out of the flesh.” Party-spite is 
Prod y as Mg We a¥e quarrelling over this matter of the election of . 


ing? ; ; ee ae eS Br 

bu, while Mr. Apear, taking advantage of this division in the camp, 
age an ‘om as o al lidate for the votes of the Commissioners of the 
Calcutta Municipality. Let the Bengali Commissioners beware. Mr. Apcar is an 
able and spirited Commissioner. He is an eloquent speaker and knows how 


to create a division. He’ will prove a formidable rival to Narendra Babu. 


-‘TV.—Natrve States. 


Hitavadi of the 26th May writes as follows:— tits 
bag pce gam Mr. Sathe incurred the displeasure of the 


The case of Mr. Sethe. 


inciples of the Famine Code. He was even prosecuted on the charge of 
elvering seditious speeches. Mr. Satho is an .4., dnd has also passed tho 
law exaiifination. He got himself admitted to. the Kolhapur Bar and soon 
attained popularity and success. He also came to be held in high esteem by the 
Koharpur darbar, and they appointed him a Municipal Commissioner. On the 
24th May Mr. Sathe delivered a speech, appealing to the educated community 
of Kolhapur to take an interest in the municipal administratien of the State. 
The same day the Maharaja of Kolhapur ordered him to leave his State. 
This sudden and unexpected order surprised the Kolhapur public and threw 
them into a panic. They could not understand why the Kolhapur Government, 
which had, not long ago, honoured Mr. Sathe with a Municipal Commissioner- 
ship, all of a sudden ordered him to leave the State. All suspected that the 
Political Agent was at the root of the matter. There was not n obj ection- 
able in Mr. Suthe’s speech, but it is quite probable that the Resident desired 
his banishment from Kolhapur. It is, however, hoped that the Kolhapur 
Bar will petition the Resident, requesting him not to be led by designing men, 
and to withdraw his order for the banishment of Mr. Sathe. ‘The Native Chiefs 
of India are all helpless tools in the hands of the Residents and Political Agents, 
and the Kolhapur incident need not surprise anybody. 


VI.—MiIscELLANEOUS. 


29. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 26th May regrets to say that the leading 
Pa ae PP eg ane Musalmans of Calcutta, who pose as the leaders of 
community of Bengal. ~~ ~-~-« the Musalman community of Bengal, never stretch 
out a hand to their fallen and degenerate co- 
religionists in order to improve their social, moral or religious condition. The 
Musalman associations which exist in Calcutta exist solely for the purpose of 
supporting the actions of the Government, no matter how injurious to Musal- 
man interests those actions may be. The leading spirits of those bodies are 
anxious only to secure applause for themselves from the Government and care 
very little for the interests of their co-religionists, The leading member of one 
of these Musalman associations used formerly to act with independence and with 
an eye to the good of his co-religionists. But no sooner did he secure advance- 
ment from the Government, than he turned over a new leaf, and the Musalman 
_ community ceased to receive from him the help and encouragement it formerly 
received at his hands, It grieves one to think of the condition of the mufassal 
Musalman community, and to whom are the Musalmans of Bengal to look for 
help and advice if the leading Musalmans of Calcutta also prove so indifferent 
to the welfare of their co-religionists ? 

Not to speak of influential Musalmans who are trained up in the old style, 
the Musulman community of Bengal seem to have little hope even from 
the leading men who have received a modern education and training. In 
Calcutta there is a large number of Musalmans who have received their 
education in England. These men, at least, ought to have imbibed manl 
qualities and principles from Englishmen, But, alas! they seem to have cast t 
their acquirements into the Bay of Biscay when returning home, because 
instead of finding in them the noble qualities of patriotism, energy, unity and 
love for their fellow-countrymen—qualities so prominent in the English 
character—one finds in them nothing but jealousy, heart-burning at the 


Bombay Government by explaining to the public 


HiravaDl, 
May 26th, 1899. 


MIHIR-O-SUDHAKAR, 
May 26th, 1899, 
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ood of others, selfishness, deceitfulness, apathy to work, idleness and | | 
of other evil qualities, Can much be expected from men who bear cane 
character? Not to speak of society, even their own relatives in many cases 
t " receive 7h help from them. a a my wows the Musalman community 

f of Be ave as yet received very little benefit at the hands of Musalm 
if youn wha have been to England. ” | az 
It must, therefore, be admitted that the so-called leaders of the Musalman 
community hardly deserve the honour to which they aspire. They are not in 
touch with the Musalman community at large, excepting a few rich Musalmans 
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in the mufassal. 
Bancavast, 30. The Bangavagi of the 27th May writes as follows:— 
May 27th, 1899. Last Wednesday’s harisankirtan at Harrison 


cure birthday Harisaniirfan st Road will long remain fresh in the’ memory of the 

Calcutta public. Rich and poor, literate and 
illiterate, all became wild with religious enthusiasm ; all took part equally in the 
dance and the Sankritan. Even the millionaire did not hesitate to dance with 
the poorest of the poor, We do not remember to have ever before seen such a 
union of Bengalis, Hindusthanis and Uriyas. Calcutta has been virtually 
deluged with harinam. 
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CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


| Bengah Translator. 
Bencatr TRaNsLAToR’s OFFICE, 
The 3rd June, 1899. 
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